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Dear Friends,

Reflecting on the past few years, I feel such gratitude for the support, hard work, discipline and commitment 
it has taken to position Gilda’s Club Metro Detroit as the premier provider of psychosocial support for 
anyone facing cancer in southeast Michigan.

An affiliate of the Cancer Support Community, a global network dedicated to providing education, support 
and wellness options, Gilda’s Club Metro Detroit is steadfast in the commitment that no one faces cancer 
alone. And equally determined that our program continues to be no cost to anyone we serve.

The past few years have not been easy. As our supporters were emerging from the economic downturn, 
and working to shore up their own financials, Gilda’s Club did the same. With the challenges and changes 
these difficult years brought, we emerged stronger and more determined. We became laser-focused on 
those we serve. Each decision we face, we ask ourselves: Does this help and move forward our work 
on behalf of families facing cancer?

Our purposeful volunteer Board of Directors, staff and volunteers circled the wagons with grit and an 
approach that embraced positive and meaningful relationships, partnerships and lasting friendships. 
Our resolve has brought structure and planted seeds that will grow beautifully for years to come.

We are strong and getting stronger. Our program offers more than 150 options for families facing 
cancer. Whether you are diagnosed or the family member, child or friend of someone in this fierce fight. 
Gilda’s Club Metro Detroit provides the tools and warm embrace to build confidence to face cancer 
head on. The confidence to carry your own families through this battleground. With a powerful research 
institute at our side, our work is based on real data, real results and immeasurable impact.

This impact is profound. We see it every day.

With gratitude for your role,
 

Laura Varon Brown
Executive Director & CEO
Gilda’s Club Metro Detroit

E x e c u t i v e  D i r e c t o r ’ s  M e s s a g e

Laura Varon Brown

Cancer support for the whole family. The whole time.

“...Each decision we face, we ask
ourselves: Does this help and 
move forward our work on behalf 
of families facing cancer?...”
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Board of Directors

Donetta Behen, Chair
Salon Cardon, Owner, Royal Oak

Kevin J. Zezula, Vice Chair
Morgan Stanley Wealth 
Management, Rochester

Ilene Beneson Bez, Treasurer
Beneson and Zeleji, CPA, PLLC, 
Livonia

Ronald K. Weiner, Secretary
Lipton Law, Southfield

Thomas Callan, Immediate 
Past President
UHY Advisors, Farmington Hills

Directors

Carolyn Artman, APR
Rock Ventures, Detroit

Steve Black
Chop Shop Radio, Auburn Hills

Randall Book
Colliers International, Southfield

Stuart Bordman
Maddin, Hauser, Wartell, Roth 
& Heller, PC, Southfield

Jeanne Deneweth
Oakland County Board of 
Canvassers, Oakland County

Stefany Lester Freeman
Princeton Enterprises, 
Bloomfield Hills

Jack H. Hemp
Signs By Tomorrow, Royal Oak

Tracey Papa
Community Volunteer, 
Bloomfield Hills

Nickie Perera
Legal Services of South Central 
Michigan, Lansing

Bill Pumphrey
Cooper Standard, Novi

John Ricco
Retired CPA, Community 
Volunteer, Farmington Hills

Ellen Sherman
Community Volunteer, 
Bloomfield Hills

Todd Sinclair
MB Financial, Bloomfield Hills

Cynthia Thomas
Community Volunteer, Southfield 

Kevin Watson
EDSI Consulting, Dearborn

Tina Wheeler
Deloitte, Detroit

Emeritus Board

Joseph Gadon
Retired Financial Consultant, 
Waterford

*2016 Board of Directors  

Our Board of Directors
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Number of 
support 
groups: 152

Number of 
educational
lectures: 5

Number of 
social events: 26

Number of 
healthy lifestyle 
activities: 179

Number 
of support 
groups: 575

Number of 
educational
lectures: 43

Number of 
social events: 61

Number of 
healthy lifestyle 
activities: 763

2011 Revenue

Number of 
support 
groups: 552

Number of 
educational
lectures: 44

Number of 
social events: 72

Number of 
healthy lifestyle 
activities: 632

Number of 
support 
groups: 676

Number of 
educational
lectures: 44

Number of 
social events: 91

Number of 
healthy lifestyle 
activities: 747

*2014 contributions revenue 
includes $430,514 insurance 
flood reimbursement revenue

Corporations and 
Foundations:  
$83,822 (18%)

Special Events: 
$272,238 (58%)

Contributions: 
$115,933 (24%)

Total: $471,993

Corporations and 
Foundations:  
$99,266 (17%)

Special Events: 
$286,592 (50%)

Contributions: 
$192,603 (33%)

Total: $578,461

Corporations and 
Foundations:  
$87,191 (14%) 

Special Events: 
$412,024 (68%))

Contributions: 
$106,027 (18%) 

Total: $605,242

Corporations and 
Foundations:  
$207,047 (15%) 

Special Events: 
$474,563 (36%)

Contributions: 
$650,568 (49%)

Total: $1,332,178

2011  through 2014

8,102
2011 Total 
Clubhouse Visits

2012 Revenue

2013 Revenue

2014 Revenue

8,742
2012 Total 
Clubhouse Visits

10,529
2013 Total 
Clubhouse Visits

11,638
2014 Total 
Clubhouse Visits

Snapshot

2014 Al location of  Program Services

2013 Al location of  Program Services

2012 Al location of  Program Services

2011  Al location of  Program Services
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Program Highlights

905 
support groups

Total clubhouse visits 

8% + 

In 2015, we held

66 
educational lectures

126 
social events

1,038 
healthy lifestyle activities

Program offerings 

14.2% + 
New members welcomed 

280 

Additionally 

Currently support more than 

1,500  
active participants
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Our Club Red Youth Council is a group of teens from the surrounding community, who meet once a month 
to discuss volunteer opportunities in the clubhouse and plan special community events for our members. 
Every summer, they also help host our annual Camp Sparkle for children touched by cancer in anyway – 
either diagnosed themselves, have a loved one diagnosed or who have lost someone to cancer. 

They volunteer at various lectures, holidays and family events throughout the year, which really allows them 
to make an impact on our community while experiencing the true value in philanthropy as young adults.

Club Red



In 2015, we continued our strong offsite partnership with Beaumont – Farmington Hills 
(formerly Botsford Cancer Center). Our program there consists of a weekly ‘Life After 
Treatment’ support group, a weekly yoga workshop and a weekly art therapy workshop. 
We are thrilled to be able to serve members in the community who may not be able to 
get to our clubhouse. 

In 2015, we served 561 participants at our offsite locations. We welcomed 56 new cancer 
patients. We held 52 support group sessions and 104 workshops.

561 
participants 
at our offsite 
locations

56 
new 
cancer 
patients

52 
support
group 
sessions

104 
workshops

• DMC Children’s Hospital of Michigan - Detroit
• Van Elslander Cancer Center - Grosse Pointe Woods
• Beaumont - Dearborn

Other valued partners
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200 
volunteers

1,313 hours 
of service
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Gilda’s Club Metro Detroit 
volunteers are generous, 
compassionate and hard-working. 
Thank you to all the people 
who generously give of their 
time, talents and resources to 
help support those touched 
by cancer. 

More than 200 volunteers 
provide 1,313 hours of service. 
They help to support our 
program through organizing 
workshops, assisting at events, 
outreach and administrative help. 

Our
Volunteers



Gilda’s Club Metro Detroit celebrated 
our amazing cancer survivors during the
7th annual Bras for a Cause on October 3, 2015 
at the Royal Oak Music Theatre. 

More than 400 guests sampled delicious cuisine 
from many local restaurants, listened to music, 
bid on amazing silent and live auction items and 
the highlight of the evening was watching our 
amazing breast cancer survivors strut their stuff 
on the runway. The fun-filled evening raised nearly 
$89,000 for the cancer support program at
Gilda’s Club. 

nearly 
$89,000 
raised in 2015
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Bras for a Cause



March – Donor Appreciation Reception

Gilda’s Big Night Out raised more than $125,000 for Gilda’s Club and our courageous cancer community! 
We couldn’t have asked for a better night as nearly 450 attendees supported our event. We were proud to 
pay special recognition to Chief Financial Credit Union who was presented with the 2015 Founders Award. 
The Cleaning Authority received the 2015 Program Support Award. Lynn Koch was presented with the 2015 
Volunteer Award. The 2015 Media Award was given to Julie Yolles.  (c) 2015 Rena Laverty Photography

The 22nd Annual Gilda’s Family Walk & 5K Run featured a beautiful walk and certified 
5K run through Royal Oak that had a special stop along the way – Gilda’s Club! In 2015, 
we celebrated more than 1,000 participants raising more than $150,000!

Our annual celebration at Gilda’s Club that welcomed new friends and honored those who have played a heartfelt 
role in support of our mission. Donors got to see firsthand how their investment in our community is changing lives. 

May – Gilda’s Big Night Out

September – Gilda’s Walk & 5K Run
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1 2 3

1 2 3 4

1 2 3

2015 Financial Overview  

2015 Revenue

2015 Expenses

Gilda’s Club relies on the metro Detroit community for support. All programs are free. Gilda’s Club Metro Detroit 
is proud of the way it manages and safeguards the general contributions we receive from individual donors, 
corporations and other organizations. Nearly 80% of the dollars spent are directed to program services.

Special Events: 
$430,946 (51%)Contributions: 

$277,704 (33%)

Corporations 
and Foundations: 
$135,042 (16%)

Programs: 
$699,630 (79%)

Fundraising: 
$126,285 (14%)

Administrative: 
$64,092 (7%)

Allocation of Program Services

Number of 
support groups: 
905 (42%)

Number of 
educational 
lectures: 66 
(3%)

Number of social 
events: 126 (6%)

Number of 
healthy lifestyle 
activities: 1,038 
(49%)

80% 
of the dollars spent are
directed to program services.

Nearly

14   G i l da’ s  C l u b  M e t ro   D e t roi   t  A n n u a l  R e por   t  2 0 1 5



$50,000 +
Artichoke Garlic Foundation
Pam & Kenneth Lester

$25,000 - $49,999
Cooper Standard Foundation, Inc. 
Molinello Family Foundation
Princeton Management and 
   Nicole & Matt Lester

$10,000- $24,999
Cancer Treatment Center of America
Jennifer Lester and Kim LeMaire
Live Nation Worldwide Inc.
Sinai Medical Staff Foundation

$5,000- $9,999
Albert & Doris Pitt Foundation
AXA Foundation
Bristol-Myers Squibb Foundation
The Cancer Support Community
Detroit Red Wings Foundation
Fidelity Charitable Gift Fund
Genentech, Inc.
Goodman Family Charitable Trusts
Sabrina & Martin Mayhew
Nordstrom, Inc.
Tracey & Al Papa
Michael Radner
Red Wing For’em Club
Talmer Bank and Trust

$2,500- $4,999
Laura Varon Brown & Jeff Brown
Marlene & Randy Book
Pam & Thomas Callan
Cambridge Consulting Group
Shauna & Richard Elias
Essential Bodywear

Stefany Lester Freeman & 
  Gary Freeman
Lee & Donald Hamilton
Paul Housey
J.J. Barney Construction
JL Brown Consulting Group, LLC
John D. and Jean E. Dinan 
  Foundation
Knit Michigan 
Krabby Painters
Lord & Taylor
MassMutual Southeast Michigan
MCTA
Robert Medsker
Schostak Family Support Foundation
Joan Sheridan
Julie Strasser
UAW-FORD National Programs   
  Center
UHY Advisors
UHY Cares Michigan
Tina & Tim Wheeler

$1,000- $2,499
Adele & Michael Acheson
Gretchen & Tom Anderson
Autoliv, Inc.
Kathleen Barry
Donetta & Ted Behen
Ilene & Steven Bez
Kimberly & Daniel Bickersteth
Pat & Stuart Bordman
Sherri & Bradley Bosart
Sophia & Michael Brenner
Brooksie Way
Denise Bull
Business Women’s Network
Sue Campbell
Centria Healthcare, LLC
Natalie & Manny Charach
Charitable Adult Rides & Services
Chief Financial Credit Union
Deloitte

Jeanne & Rich Deneweth
Huong Do
Fannie Kraft Foundation
Ford Volunteer Corps
Fraternal Order of Eagles #2092
Gail & Joseph Gadon
Garden Fresh Gourmet
Julius Giarmarco
JoAnne Godfrey
Tamara & Dan Gordon
Tina & Mike Ienna
Kramar Jewelry
Christopher D Krumrei
Trish & Noel LaPorte
Dr. Mel Lester
Elaine and Gerry Lopez
Gilberto Martinez
Mastercraft Heating & Cooling
Jennifer McPartlin
Metro Dance Company
Microsoft Matching Gifts Program
Mitchell Texsba Foundation
Molina Healthcare of MI
Jessica Moss & Michael MacGillivary
Neil Nosakowski
Richard Osepchuk
OUR Credit Union
Roberta and Stephen Polk
Paula & Ben Rait
Jan & John Ricco
Rochester Mills Beer Company
Stephen M. Ross
Royal Oak Eagles Riders Grp #2092
Royal Oak Heating & Cooling
Ellen & David Sherman
Takeda Pharmaceuticals
George Thomas
TSFR Apple Venture, LLC
Van Elslander Cancer Center
Loree & Rodger Wasserman
Amy & Ron Weiner
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Gratitude to our donors
The following individuals, corporations and foundations and organizations generously 
donated $250 or more during the calendar year January 1 – December 31, 2015



$500-$999
Mary Ann Adams
Maureen Adams
Allen & Franka Charlupski Foundation
Jane & Ralph Anthony
Apple, Inc.
Marisol Arroyo
Carolyn Artman and Jeff Samoray
Evelyn Boss
Eunice Bottorff
Deborah Braciszewski
Charles Bradley
Lori & Richard Campbell
Ardith & Steven Carrick
Lisa & Corey Clothier
Gary Collens
Rosemarie DeRosa
Christina Dorf
The Elwood & Carol Simon 
  Foundation
Andy & Sarah Englehart
Ronald Fischer
Flying Saucer Promotions, Inc.
Carol Fuchs
General Motors Men’s Club
Dr. Steven Glickman
Linda & Paul Gniewek
Louise Gotch
Kelly Grams
Patrick Gregory
Habatat Galleries
Jason Hamill
Hematology-Oncology Consultants
Doreen Hermelin
Hermelin Family Support Foundation
Sieglinde & Brett Homovec
Lisa Howard
Amy & Robert Huschka
Brenda & Ira Jaffe
Jennifer Killeen
Katy & David Knowles
Sandra & Sherwyn Labovitz
Natalie Lampman

Tracy Leahy & Kevin McNeely 
Little Caesars Amateur 
   Hockey League
David Lochner
Lord & Taylor
McKesson Foundation Inc.
Meadowbrook Urgent Care
Merck Foundation
Chuck Merz
Michigan Distributors and Vendors
J. Scott Mulligan
Louise Muszynski
Rosemary & James Nagy
Diane Pamer
Piper Industries, Inc
Karen & Michael Polcyn
Paul Rakoczy
Hope Raymond
Renaissance Charitable Foundation
Sabrina & Mark Richer
Joan Roberts
Ruth’s Chris Steak House
Edward Scharrer
Bluma Schechter
Search Optics, LLC
Sharf Construction, LLC
Siegfried Enterprises
Beth & Todd Sinclair
Francesca Sobeck
Justin Szerlong
Serge Tanner
Robert Thal
Janet E Thornburg
Judy Tibbits
Jessica Trepton
Vibe Credit Union
Mr. and Mrs. Richard Wade
Waterfall Jewelers
Jodie & Robert Wilson
Colleen & Gary Witt
Rodger Young
Katie & Kevin Zezula
William N. Ziegler

$250-$499
Leslie Li Ahlborn & Brian Ahlborn
David Apsey
Victoria Arroyo
Linda & Wallace Ayotte
Traci Bahlman
Jeffrey Balagna
Donna Bank-Hoglen
Mary Beth & Frank Banks
Kara Bardram
Elaine Beneson
Laurence Berg
Jason Bescoe
Joanne Blumhardt
Mary Lynn Bowen
Brian Boychuk
James Boyes
Bright Side Dental
Terry Brown
Diane & Jacob Brown
Brownell Middle School
Ian Burnstein
June Byrne
Amy & Paul Cayen
Robert Check
Gregory Chinn
Melissa & Peter Clark
Kevin Collens
Paul Cook
Matt Corbin
Yvonne Corcoran
Karen Coulier-Awe
Meghan Mair Crosslin & 
  David Crosslin
Laurie Cullinan
Thomas R Czarnecki
Marlene Davis
The Detroit Pistons
Barbara Ducharme Dillick &
  Frederick Dillick
Jennifer & Tom Dluzen
Michele Dreer
Patricia Driver
Liesl Ann Eckhardt
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Gratitude to our donors
continued



$250-$499 
continued
Gary Faber
Karen Falahee
Jennifer & Jeffrey Farber
Susan Filbin
Claudine Flowers
James Flynn
Sheryl & Anthony Frabotta
Mr. and Mrs. Jon Frank
Laurie & Mark A. Frank
Frank Rewold & Son, Inc.
Lisa & Dale Garber
The GE Foundation
Georgi’s Waxing Studio
Patricia Grezlik
Sara Grezlik
Frank Griffo
Melissa & Allan Griggs
GRF I LLC
Janelle Gunn
Michelle & Willy Halpin
Hanson/Renaissance Reporting 
   & Video
Georgette Harris
Jacqueline Henry
Carol & Robert Hill
Isabel Holland-Davis & Ken Davis
Patrick Hopper
Kathleen Hugel
INETWORK-BNI
Joribeth Joseff
Diane Keene
Mark Keilen
Ann & Matthew Kelly
Lori & Jon Kennedy
Elizabeth Keys
Patricia King
Dr. James Kneebone
Micki Koppin
Andrew Kostecki
Kroger Community Rewards

Nancy & Harold Kulish
Grace & Tom Leone
Lipton Law
Gregory Loughrige
David Lubin
Linda & James Maciag
John MacLachlan
Maddin Hauser, P.C.
Dr. Martin Makowski
The Mars Agency
Molly Marchese
William Martin
Ellen Everett Massetti
Catherine Matthews
Maxine & Stuart Frankel Foundation
Gail Mays
Sherry & Ronald McCormick
Nancy J McDonough
Terrance McNamara
Michigan Academy of Pediatric 
   Dentistry
Miguel Mickey
Patricia Miller
Brett Miller
Miners Den
Linda & Steven Mondrow
Craig Moreland
Morgan Stanley
Darla & James Murphy
Megan & Alex Nikolich
Dolly Niles
North Redford Towing
Patricia O’Connor
Olga’s Kitchen
Laura & Mike Olson
William Owen
Joel Palmer
Crystal Pamer Pams
Nickie Perera & Dr. Kevin Ginsburg
Mira & James Peters
Susan Pienta
Tracey Pierce
Robyn Pizzo

The Print Stop
Jeanne & Norm Quagliani
Marianne & Michael Quinn
Linda Renehan
Carol Morton & David Robinson
Andrea Rodriguez
Lisa Roggin
Royal Oak Pet Resort
Royal Oak Rotary Club
Jean & Larry Rushlow
Salon Cardon
Wendy & Kevin B. Schnieders
Linda Schwartz
Jeanne Shepley
Lisa & Gary Shiffman
Jennifer & Bradley Southwood
Susan Sovel
Elaine Stein
St. John’s Episcopal Church
Joanne Sunde
Sunshine Ophthalmic, LLC
Devin Sutherland
Family of Cathy Swain
Jennifer Swartz
Carolyn B. Szczepanski
Debra Taxe
Jacqueline Tomoff
Jordan Tracey
Sharon & Kerry Transit
Lisa & Andrew Tucker
Wendy Turner
Matt Turner
Utica Community Schools
Marie VanDevere
Rosemary Vasseur
Cynthia Wagner
Rosemary Wagner
Arlene Walt
Edie & Roger Watson
Jeannie & Gershon Weiner
Jillian Williams
Ronald Yolles
Ashley Zub

*All of our donors are valuable to our mission; we apologize for any omissions or errors in this list. If we 
have inadvertently omitted or misspelled your name, please let us know so we can make the correction.
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Gratitude to our donors
continued



Cancer support for the 
whole family. The whole time.

Laura Varon Brown
Executive Director & CEO

Kim Colley, LLMSW 
Program & Community 
Outreach Manager, PT

Meghan Mair Crosslin
Director of Marketing & Events

Liz Femminineo
Program & Volunteer Manager

Grace Leone
Director of Finance & Operations, PT

Meghann McEvoy
Development Manager, PT

Erica McNeely, LMSW
Program Director

Megan Nikolich, LLPC
Program & Family Initiatives Manager

Sharon Transit
Administrative Assistant, PT

Laura Wakefield
Development Associate, PT

Gilda’s Club Metro Detroit Staff
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So no one faces 
cancer alone

Our Mission: Gilda’s Club Metro Detroit ensures that all people impacted by cancer are empowered by knowledge, 
strengthened by action and sustained by community. Our organization creates welcoming communities of free support 

for everyone living with cancer – men, women, teens and children – along with their families and friends.

Gilda’s Club Metro Detroit
3517 Rochester Road., Royal Oak, MI 48073

Phone: 248.577.0800
www.gildasclubdetroit.org 
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