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M
ETRO DETROIT

Ensuring no one faces cancer alone.

“Everyone needs a place.” That’s what Detroiter and comedienne

Gilda Radner said when she was facing a cancer diagnosis that seemed 

insurmountable. Gilda’s Club Metro Detroit is that place. 

“All those people who have become friends, all different ages, all at 

different stages of cancer, all fighting. How brave we all are together. 

I just felt them all around me, and it made me be braver. The same way 

people in gangs can do things that the individual could never do alone, 

the gang of us fighting cancer makes us all stronger.”

		    Gilda Radner, our namesake and SNL comedienne
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E x e c u t i v e  D i r e c t o r ’ s  M e s s a g e

Laura Varon Brown

Cancer support for the whole family. The whole time.

Dear Friends,

2016 was a year of such purposeful momentum. This was the year we stopped looking back at brutal 
economics, putting setbacks in the rearview mirror. 

We paid off more than three quarters of our $500,000 mortgage with the full payoff just months 
ahead. Our “Burn the Mortgage” campaign began with the expression of a dream and quickly became 
a passion that was embraced by our wonderful volunteer Board of Directors, business and community 
leaders, members and staff.

The most important measurement of course is who we serve. The number of new members coming 
through our doors increases each year – and with them, unique and changing needs. As our members 
evolve, so does our programming at Gilda’s Club Metro Detroit. Our focus on wellness and healthy
lifestyle options has been sharp and rewarding.

I feel such gratitude to lead our work at Gilda’s. We continue to be the premier provider of psychosocial 
support for anyone facing cancer in southeast Michigan. Gilda’s is an affiliate of the Cancer Support 
Community, a global network dedicated to providing education, support and wellness to anyone 
facing cancer.. 

Our more than 150 unique options for men, women and children facing cancer or supporting a loved 
one or friend, continues to be no cost to them. All of us at Gilda’s Club are forever mindful of what 
our visionary Gilda Radner believed. Everyone needs a place… That’s what Gilda said when facing 
an insurmountable diagnosis.

Gilda’s Club Metro Detroit is that place, so no one faces cancer alone. We think Gilda would be proud.

With gratitude for your support,

Laura Varon Brown
Executive Director & CEO
Gilda’s Club Metro Detroit

...All of us at Gilda’s Club are 
forever mindful of what our 
visionary Gilda Radner believed. 
Everyone needs a place… 
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Our Board of Directors

Board of Directors

Donetta Behen, Chair
Salon Cardon, Owner, Royal Oak

Kevin J. Zezula, Vice Chair
Morgan Stanley Wealth 
Management, Rochester

Ilene Beneson Bez, Treasurer
Beneson and Zeleji, CPA, PLLC, 
Livonia

Ronald K. Weiner, Secretary
Lipton Law, Southfield

Thomas Callan, Immediate 
Past President
UHY Advisors, Farmington Hills

Directors

Carolyn Artman, APR
Rock Ventures, Detroit

Steve Black
Chop Shop Radio, Auburn Hills

Randall Book
Colliers International, Southfield

Stuart Bordman
Maddin, Hauser, Wartell, Roth 
& Heller, PC, Southfield

Jeanne Deneweth
Oakland County Board of 
Canvassers, Oakland County

Stefany Lester Freeman
Princeton Enterprises, 
Bloomfield Hills

Jack H. Hemp
Signs By Tomorrow, Royal Oak

Tracey Papa
Community Volunteer, 
Bloomfield Hills

Nickie Perera
Legal Services of South Central 
Michigan, Lansing

Bill Pumphrey
Cooper Standard, Novi

John Ricco
Retired CPA, Community 
Volunteer, Farmington Hills

Ellen Sherman
Community Volunteer, 
Bloomfield Hills

Todd Sinclair
MB Financial, Bloomfield Hills

Cynthia Thomas
Community Volunteer, Southfield 

Kevin Watson
EDSI Consulting, Dearborn

Tina Wheeler
Deloitte, Detroit

Emeritus Board

Joseph Gadon
Retired Financial Consultant, 
Waterford
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Number of 
support 
groups: 905

Number of 
educational
lectures: 66

Number of 
social events: 126

Number of 
healthy lifestyle 
activities: 1,038

Number 
of support 
groups: 575 Number of 

educational
lectures: 43

Number of 
social events: 61 Number of 

healthy lifestyle 
activities: 763

2015 Revenue

Number of 
support 
groups: 552

Number of 
educational
lectures: 44

Number of 
social events: 72

Number of 
healthy lifestyle 
activities: 632

Number of 
support 
groups: 676

Number of 
educational
lectures: 44

Number of 
social events: 91

Number of 
healthy lifestyle 
activities: 747

*2014 contributions revenue includes $430,514 
insurance flood reimbursement revenue

Corporations and 
Foundations:  
$135,042 (16%)

Special Events: 
$430,946 (51%)

Contributions: 
$277,704 (33%)

Total: $843,692

Corporations and 
Foundations:  
$99,266 (17%)

Special Events: 
$286,592 (50%)

Contributions: 
$192,603 (33%)

Total: $578,461

Corporations and 
Foundations:  
$87,191 (14%) 

Special Events: 
$412,024 (68%))

Contributions: 
$106,027 (18%) 

Total: $605,242

Corporations and 
Foundations:  
$207,047 (15%) 

Special Events: 
$474,563 (36%)

Contributions: 
$650,568 (49%)

Total: $1,332,178

2012 through 2015

11,712
2015 Total 
Clubhouse Visits

2012 Revenue

2013 Revenue

2014 Revenue

8,742
2012 Total 
Clubhouse Visits

10,529
2013 Total 
Clubhouse Visits

11,638
2014 Total 
Clubhouse Visits

Snapshot

2014 Al location of  Program Services

2013 Al location of  Program Services

2012 Al location of  Program Services

2015 Al location of  Program Services
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Program Highlights

918 
support groups

In 2016, we held

69 
educational lectures

118 
social events

1,060 
healthy lifestyle activities

New members welcomed 

299 

Additionally 

Currently support more than 

1,750  
active participants © 
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11,759 
clubhouse visits
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Gilda’s Club member
Sharde

Meet

In 2009, Sharde was in college, working full time, 
all while pursuing her passion for a professional 
dance career. That October, she was diagnosed 
with Non-Hodgkin’s Lymphoma. Her whole life 
came to an abrupt stop. Recovery became 
everything. During treatment she was at home 
with her mother, ostracized from the world. She 
felt alone, like everything was moving on without 
her. She was lost and desperately needed 
something to connect to.

“All my options for support were for people much 
older or younger than me. Or they weren’t in 
Michigan. Or they only existed on the internet,” 
she said.

Sharde is a social butterfly. She needed to be 
around people. And she needed these people 
to know the impact of everything she was going 
through. She was up and down physically and 
mentally. And, up and down spiritually.

She found the website for Gilda’s Club Metro 
Detroit because they offered a support group for 
young adults. “I found a place to feel safe, to feel 

uplifted and understood. I found a place to wear
a happy face or an angry face. Whichever one
was real today,” she said.

It was February of 2011 and she received a 
bone marrow transplant. She spent this year 
and the next recuperating from it and the 
many side effects.

“I am blessed and grateful to be cancer free 
today but anyone who has experienced cancer 
or been close to it will tell you that its impact on 
you lasts much longer than a few years of clean 
scans. It’s more of a reverberation in life that 
ripples till it reaches the shore.”

“I’m being honest when I say that Gilda’s Club
is irreplaceable. It’s hard for me to imagine 
making it through all these years without the 
support I’ve found here. Joining is one of the 
best decisions I’ve ever made and I thank God 
for everyone who has contributed to keeping 
the lights on in the beautiful clubhouse.”

“I’m being honest when I say that Gilda’s Club is irreplaceable. It’s 
  hard for me to imagine making it through all these years without 
  the support I’ve found here...”
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Our Club Red Youth Council is a group of teens from the surrounding community, who meet once a month 
to discuss volunteer opportunities in the clubhouse and plan special community events for our members. 
Every summer, they also help host our annual Camp Sparkle for children touched by cancer in anyway – 
either diagnosed themselves, have a loved one diagnosed or who have lost someone to cancer. 

They volunteer at various lectures, holidays and family events throughout the year, which really allows them 
to make an impact on our community while experiencing the true value in philanthropy as young adults.

Club Red



In 2016, we continued our strong offsite partnership with Beaumont - Farmington Hills and 
Beaumont Dearborn. Our programs at Beaumont - Farmington Hills consist of a weekly ‘Life 
After Treatment’ support group, a weekly yoga workshop, and a weekly art therapy workshop. 
Our weekly rotating programs at Beaumont - Dearborn consist of a yoga workshop, an art 
therapy workshop, a tai chi workshop and a ‘living with cancer’ support group. We are thrilled 
to be able to serve members in the community who may not be able to get to our clubhouse. 

In 2016, we served 594 participants at our offsite locations. We welcomed 67 new cancer 
patients. We held 64 support group sessions and 180 workshops.

594 
participants 
at our offsite 
locations

67 
new 
cancer 
patients

64 
support
group 
sessions

180 
workshops

• DMC Children’s Hospital of Michigan - Detroit
• Van Elslander Cancer Center - Grosse Pointe Woods

Other valued partners
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350 
volunteers

3,000 hours 
of service
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Gilda’s Club Metro Detroit volunteers 
are generous, compassionate and 
hard-working. Thank you to all the 
people who generously give of their 
time, talents and resources to help 
support those touched by cancer. 

More than 350 volunteers provide 
3,000 hours of service. They help 
to support our program through 
organizing workshops, assisting 
at events, outreach and 
administrative help. 

Our
Volunteers



Gilda’s Club member

Bethanie
Meet

Bethanie first came to Gilda’s Club three months 
after she graduated college, with a diagnosis of 
Hodgkin’s Lymphoma. She drove from Shelby 
Township to attend the Look Good… Feel Better 
program with another cancer patient she had 
met at the doctor’s office.

Bethanie joined Gilda’s Club and regularly 
attended the Young Adults Support Group. It 
was in this group that she found her new normal 
and her new family.

“Gilda’s Club is there for the newly diagnosed 
who just want someone who understands the 
lingo of the world they have been thrown into,” 
Bethanie said. “It’s for the survivor who is 
struggling to find their new normal after 
treatment and find a sense of comfort inside 
the red doors.” Bethanie can’t image her life 
without the Gilda’s community. She has been 
a member for eleven years and now her family 
of four attends the Family Fun Days and her son 
and daughter participate in the children’s creative 

writing and dance workshops, the Open Play 
for Toddlers and Camp Sparkle.

“Gilda’s Club means everything to me,” Bethanie 
said. Bethanie feels that Gilda’s Club has helped 
her children to become compassionate as well.
“The support has been invaluable for my children,” 
Bethanie said. “They have been exposed to Gilda’s 
Club and the world of cancer since day one.”

Bethanie gives back to Gilda’s Club by chairing 
and participating in a large fundraising event – 
Bras for a Cause. She loves how the Art Bra 
Models, all breast cancer survivors, become 
empowered while on stage.

“Every dollar raised from the amazing 
Bras for a Cause event goes to keep those 
red doors open at Gilda’s Club Metro Detroit. 
Because of our founder and my dear friend 
Shannon Lezzi’s vision, the event has raised 
more than a half a million dollars.”

...“Gilda’s Club means everything to me,” Bethanie said. 
Bethanie feels that Gilda’s Club has helped her children to 
become compassionate as well. ...
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Breast cancer survivors took to the runway 
for the 8th annual Bras for a Cause on 
October 1, 2016. This incredibly inspiring 
event began with the vision of Shannon 
Watson who sought to empower survivors 
to walk the runway with pride and purpose. 
The event continues in Shannon’s memory 
and in 2016 raised more than $125,000. 
Decorative and creative art bras are the 
centerpiece of the auction as guests enjoy 
entertainment and a strolling dinner. The 
evening leads up to the spectacular runway, 
all at the Royal Oak Music Theatre.

More than 
$125,000 
raised in 2016
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Bras for a Cause



March – Donor Appreciation Reception

The signature gala, Gilda’s Big Night Out was spectacular beyond imagination in 2016. We were proud to recognize 
Team Schostak and the Schostak family with the Founders Award. Dr. Craig Cole received the Program Support 
award and Chris Moody received the Volunteer Award. The Detroit Free Press received the Media Award. A 
highlight for the night was the kickoff of the “Burn the Mortgage” campaign. This purposeful effort continued 
throughout 2016. The event raised more than $178,000 for Gilda’s Club programming and an additional 
$300,000 to the effort to pay off the Clubhouse mortgage.

Gilda’s Family Walk & 5K Run is a special morning for supporters and families as the event goes past 
(and through) Gilda’s Club – allowing participants to experience the Clubhouse and grounds as they 
enjoy the neighborhood surrounding Gilda’s Club. Raising more than $160,000, fundraising by the 
walkers and runners are crucial and build engagement from friends and family.

Each year a Gratitude Reception honors donors who are instrumental in keeping our welcoming red doors open. 
The reception provides the opportunity for supporters to experience the Clubhouse in person, meet staff and 
volunteers in a setting of friendship and gratitude. This is truly a special evening at Gilda’s Club. 

May – Gilda’s Big Night Out

September – Gilda’s Walk & 5K Run
This row: © 2016 Brian Sevald Photography

This row: © 2016 Rena Lavety Photography and Design
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2016* Financial Overview  

2016 Revenue

2016 Expenses

Gilda’s Club relies on the metro Detroit community for support. All programs are free. Gilda’s Club Metro Detroit 
is proud of the way it manages and safeguards the general contributions we receive from individual donors, 
corporations and other organizations. More than 80% of the dollars spent are directed to program services.

Special Events: 
$536,823 (39%)

Contributions: 
$291,836 (21%)

Corporations and 
Foundations**: 
$548,460(40%)

Programs: 
$776,330 (80.1%)

Fundraising: 
$138,441 (14.3%)

Administrative: 
$54,255 (5.6%)

Allocation of Program Services

Number of 
support groups: 
918 (42%)

Number of 
educational 
lectures: 
69 (3%)

Number of social 
events: 118 (6%)

Number of 
healthy lifestyle 
activities: 
1,060 (49%) 80% 

of the dollars spent are
directed to program services.

*unaudited financials 
**2016 Corporations and Foundations includes the “Burn the Mortgage” campaign of $385,250

More than
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Gilda’s Club member
John

Meet

John became a member of Gilda’s Club Metro Detroit 
in August of 2000, two months after he received the 
diagnosis of Multiple Myeloma. Since that time he has 
become very active within the clubhouse, becoming a 
leader in his networking group, a board member, and 
one of the top fundraisers for Gilda’s Family Walk and 
Run. “Over the 12 years that I have been doing 
the walk, our teams have raised around $80,000.” 

John first started his team as a way to thank Gilda’s 
for the support that he had received from within the 
clubhouse. “It’s all a giveback for what Gilda’s has 
done for Jan (his wife) and I, and our family.” In fact, 
his family has become a crucial part of his team, 
recruiting more members, as well as donating money 
themselves. John has successfully been able to grow 
his team by getting family and friends excited about 

the annual walk through word of mouth. He has also 
recruited his other Multiple Myeloma networking 
group members to join. “The first year my team was 
three or four people, and last year we had more than 
100 people on our team.” Having a core group of 
individuals to help with networking is also beneficial. 

John’s passion for Gilda’s Club relates back to what 
he has received from his membership here. “My 
group is a constant source of information. Knowledge 
is power and it takes away the feelings of apprehen-
sion.” He finds that what he learns in group prepares 
him for upcoming doctor appointments as well as 
inspires him. “It’s great to see new people come to 
the group nervous and within a few months they 
become mentors for newer members.” 

John’s passion for Gilda’s Club relates back to 
what he has received from his membership here. 
“My group is a constant source of  information. 
Knowledge is power and it takes away the feelings 
of apprehension.” 
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$50,000 +
Cooper Standard Foundation 
Pamela & Kenneth Lester

$25,000 - $49,999
Artichoke Garlic Foundation
Lear Corporation
Masco Corporation
Molinello Family Foundation
Julie & Bill Pumphrey
Talmer Bank and Trust

$10,000- $24,999
Astellas
Donetta & Ted Behen
Marlene & Randall Book
Cancer Treatment Centers
	 of America
Chief Financial Credit Union
Community Foundation for 	
	 Southeast Michigan
Detroit Red Wings Foundation
Eagles for Children, Inc
Educational Data 
	 Systems, Inc.
Elizabeth & Jeffrey Edwards
Genentech, Inc.
Hexpol Compounding
Live Nation Worldwide Inc.
Meridian Health Plan of 	
	 Michigan
Pfizer Inc.
Bobbi & Stephen Polk
Princeton Enterprises, LLC
Superior Industries
Milton Zussman

$5,000- $9,999
Albert & Doris Pitt Foundation
Betsey Allen
Pamela & Thomas Callan
Diplomat Pharmacy
Stefany Lester Freeman & 	
	 Gary Freeman
Goodman Family 
	 Charitable Trusts
J.J. Barney Construction
Key Plastics
Kojaian Management 
	 Corporation
Krabby Painters
Jane & Jim McElya
Nordstrom, Inc.
Odm Tool & Mfg. Co.
Cheri & Larry Ott
Tracey & Al Papa
Christine & David Provost
Michael Radner
Red EParts
Lisa & David Schostak
Beth & Todd Sinclair
Melissa & Don Stebbins
Sysco Foodservices Detroit
Teva Pharmaceuticals
The Jones Family Foundation
Lori & George Thomas
UHY Advisors
Vitrica
Tina & Tim Wheeler

$2,500- $4,999
Carolyn Artman & 
	 Jeff Samorey
Brothers Express
Laura Varon Brown & 	
	 Jeffrey Brown
Cambridge Consulting 		
	 Group
Deloitte
Deltar Fasteners/ITW
Jeanne & Richard Deneweth
Detroit Improv Collective, Inc.
Kristin & Mike Gargano

Mike Green
Margaret Guillaumin
Illitch Holdings Inc.
Integrated Design 
	 Solutions, LLC
JAS Forwarding, Inc
Kongsberg Automotive
Fran Leveque
Mack Shack LLC
Mass Mutual Southeast 		
	 Michigan
Jessica Moss & 
	 Michael MacGillivary
Midas Foods
Jan & John Ricco
Royal Oak Heating & Cooling
Schostak Bros. & Co.
Dennis Smith
Jennifer & Bradley Southwood
Julie Strasser
Terri Styles
Takeda Pharmaceuticals
TCF National Bank
Total Fleet Solutions
Trinity Health
University of Detroit Mercy
Martha & Doug Wagner
David Warren

$1,000- $2,499
Adele & Michael Acheson
Albert Papa Associates
Jiehan Alonzo
Gretchen & Thomas Anderson
Marisol Arroyo
Arts, Beats & Eats Foundation
Autoliv, Inc.
AXA Foundation
Peter Baumgartner
Bayer
Gary Bennetts
Gina Bensley
Ilene & Steve Bez
Kimberly & Daniel Bickersteth
Patty & Stuart Bordman
Deborah Braciszewski
Tiffany & Tim Bridges

Bright Side Dental
Sandra & Bruce Bullard
Lori & Richard Campbell
Cannaisseur 
Changez Salon
Natalie & Manny Charach
Brian Cherry
Pam & Gary Collens
Lisa Corey
Karen Coulier-Awe
Crestmark Bank
Meghan Mair Crosslin & 	
	 David Crosslin
Christopher Davis
Davken LLC
Huong Do
Donnelly Penman & Partners
Christina Dorf
Jennie & James Dyla
Shauna & Richard Elias
Patricia Emmi
Fannie Kraft Foundation
Christine & Kevin Fitzsimons
Fraternal Order of Eagles #2092
Ronald Frisbie
Gail & Joseph Gadon
General Motors Men’s Club
Go Comedy!
JoAnne Godfrey
Tamara & Dan Gordon
Jim & Nancy Grosfeld
Mary Hammer
Harness, Dickey & Pierce, 	
	 P.L.C.
Patsy & Paul Hartmann
Conrad Hein
Himmel Foundation, 
	 Clarence & Jack
Dr. Joachim Hosenfeld
Paul Housey
Amy & Robert Huschka
Tina & Mike Ienna
Brenda & Ira Jaffe
Jazzercise Fitness Center -
	 Royal Oak
Kotz Heating & Air 
	 Conditioning, Inc
Christine Krathwohl
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Gratitude to our donors
The following individuals, corporations and foundations and organizations generously 
donated $250 or more during the calendar year January 1 – December 31, 2016



Dr. Harold & Nancy Kulish
Sandra & Sherwyn Labovitz
Leon & Lulu
Dr. Melvin Lester
Jennifer Lester & 
	 Kim LeMaire
Stephanie & David Lubin
Nancy Lufty
Maclean-Fogg
Gina & Craig Mangold
Maureen Martinez
McKenna Associates, Inc
Medivation Field Solutions
Mitchell Metzger
Paula Mieszczur
Kathleen & David Mihelick
Moscone Family Foundation
Stanley Mulka
Nishikawa of America, Inc.
North Woodward 
	 Community Foundation
Lyle Otremba
OUR Credit Union
Pieology - Royal Oak
Lynn & Dan Powell
Rg Transportation
Sabrina Richer
Royal Oak Eagles Riders 
	 Group #2092
Mary Ann & Mark Rusch
Albert Russell
Suzanne & Dr. Corey Seitz
Ellen & David Sherman
Lisa Vallee-Smith & 	
	 Jeffrey Smith
Jon Sultana
The GE Foundation
The Mann Family Foundation
Lori & George Thomas
Lauren & John Trentacosta
Venture Sales 
Christine Wanger
Amy & Ron Weiner
Sharon & Joseph Wenzl
Melvin Zehnpfennig
Kate & William Ziegler

$500-$999
Acme Manufacturing 
	 Company
Mary Ann Adams
Maria Allen
Allen & Franka Charlupski 	
	 Foundation
Deborah Allison
Brigit Anthony
Jane & Ralph Anthony
Nancy Armstrong
Dr. & Mrs. William R. Back
Vicki Barnett
Lori Beirne-Kennedy
Charles Bradley
Brighton Lodge #247
Bristol-Myers Squibb Foundation
Terry Brown
Denise Bull
Sue Campbell
Amy & Paul Cayen
Kathleen & Johnny Colley
Madeline & Sean Corcoran
Geoffrey Crockett
Jeffrey Demaray
Norma & Dr. Michael Dorman
Michele Dreer
Ivana & Kevin Enright
Essential Bodywear
Aaron Fales
Stephen Fleck & Jason Rice
Carol Fuchs
Dr. Steven Glickman
Global Atlantic Finance 		
	 Group
Linda & Paul Gniewek
Good Shepherd Luthern 	
	 Church
Jim Gorman
Patrick Gregory
June H. & Robert Gurwin
Michelle & Willy Halpin
Lee & Donald Hamilton
Debby Hannigan
Hematology-Oncology 
	 Consultants
Hemophilia Foundation 
	 of Michigan
Jacqueline Henry

Sandy & Michael Hermanoff
David Hill
Isabel Holland-Davis & 
	 Ken Davis
Sieglinde & Brett Homovec
Innovative Testing 
	 Solutions Inc.
Janice Jones
Jack Karagozian
Nathan Lawson
Donna Lober
Samady Lopez
Kevin Marshall
Sherry McCormick
Mary Ann McCourt
Karen & Hugh McDiarmid
Susan & Mike McEvoy
McKesson Foundation Inc.
Tracy Leahy & Kevin McNeely
Charles McQueen
Robert Medsker
Molina Healthcare of 
	 Michigan
Mr. & Mrs. James Nagy
Nancy Nordlie
Neil Nosakowski
John Oman
Lori & Richard Osepchuk
Richard Pence
Mira Peters
Saundra & Eric Rathburn
Hope Raymond
Jeneen Rippey
Carol Morton & 
	 David Robinson
Chris Ruder
Ron Ruks
Norma & Ashish Sarkar
Ryan Savage
Bluma Schecter
Schneiderman & 
	 Sherman, P.C.
Mr. & Mrs. Kevin B. 
	 Schnieders
Search Optics, LLC
Steven Seeberg
Sharf Construction, LLC
Michael Silvio
Mr. & Mrs. Donald Simon
Robert Simon

James Sistek
Susan Sosnick
Khalilah Spencer
Twyla & Keith Stephenson
Julia Reyes Taubman
Debbie Taxe
Robert Thal
The Elwood & Carol Simon 
Foundation
The Hartmann Family 
	 Foundation
The Kresge Foundation
Ling & Daryl Toby
Kelly Trambley
Jacob Trouba
UHY Cares Michigan
Rosemary Vasseur
Gloria Verdi
Marc Vizzini
Mr. & Mrs. Richard Wade
Loree & Rodger Wasserman
Georgi Whitney
Annette & Marshall Wosik
WSL Law, PC
Ye Olde Saloon
Ronald Yolles
Kellie Zell
Katie & Kevin Zezula

$250-$499
Tracey Aegerter
Julie Allen
Paula & Stephen Alliston
American Century 
	 Investments Foundation
Christine Austin
Stephanie & Louis Barkman
Jacqueline Barot
Angela Bawcum
BBQ Strikers
Marc Beaudreau
Loretta Bell
James Bentley
Drs. Peggy Ann Nowak & 
	 Ramon Berguer
Evelyn Boss
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Gratitude to our donors continued



$250-$499 
continued
Alisa Bowman 
David Brandt
Daniel Brody
Brownell Middle School
James Buchan
Ellen & Patrick Byrne
Mary & Larry Carr
Gina & John Challon
Charitable Adult Rides 
	 & Services
John Chevalier
Gregory Chinn
Kevin Collins
Robin & Steven Cook
Ian Corcoran
Mr. Daniel Cornwell
Nan & Karl Couyoumijian
Jill Crossman
Lezlie & David Culton
Robin Damschroder
Mark Davidoff
Dr. Marlene Davis
Kara Denham
Karen Dequattro
Rosemarie DeRosa
Cara Ellen DiCaro
Barbara & Frederick Dillick
Jennifer & Tom Dluzen
Mr. & Mrs. Andrew 
	 Doctoroff
Liesl Ann Eckhardt
Andy & Sarah Englehart
Mark Ephraim
Gary Faber
Kristie & Collin Fabian
Susan Falck
Gregory Fawcett
Laurel & Mark Felsenfeld
Susan Filbin
Claudine Flowers
James Flynn
Sheryl & Anthony Frabotta
Mark Frank
Mr. & Mrs. Jon Frank
Lisa & Dale Garber

Michelle & David Giroux
Catie Glossmann
Mr. & Mrs. Greg Goldberg
Jim Grawburg
Sara Grezlik
Frank Griffo
Andrew Groen
Adeeb Harb
Michael Hargreaves
Georgette Harris
Ralph Hartsoe
Mignon Hayes
Jack Hemp
Hermelin Family Support 	
	 Foundation
Carol & Robert Hill
Nicole & David Hinojosa
Andrea Hoff
Kathy Hoffman
Susan Holland
Connie Hudas
Rachel Hunt
Heather Hunt-Ruddy
Kathleen & John Jackson
Sandra Jamalieh
Debra Jarois
Sarah Johnson
Jon Jourdonnais
Danielle Jullette
Martha Kadolph
Diane Keene
Jennifer Killeen
Dr. James Kneebone
William La Rocca
Rick Ladue
Trish & Noel LaPorte
Ann Lapshan
Ann LaRocca
Matthew LaRocca
Michella Latella
Alicia Lefler
Grace & Tom Leone
Lipton Law
Regina Locklear
Gregory Loughrige
Luigi Bruni Salon
Denise Malik

Richard Maskin
Patricia & Paul Masserang
Maxine & Stuart Frankel 	
	 Foundation
Kristi McClenthen
Maryann McCracken & 
	 Anthony Posawatz
McDonald’s Restaurant
Sue Meloeny
Deborah Melton
Merck Foundation
Ann & Leon Metzger
Aleksandra Miziolek & 
	 Gary Greenfelder
Linda & Steven Mondrow
Kathleen Moore
Louise Muszynski
Dawn Myers
Mary Carol Nantais
Diane & Gerald Odom
Laura & Mike Olson
Our Lady of Victory Church
Daniell Patterson
Tina & Scott Pawlich
Arlene Petrimoulx
Tracey Pierce
Karen & Michael Polcyn
Michelle Powell
Toni Pratt
Mr. & Mrs. Norm Quagliani
Justine Reader
Carrie Ricco
Amy Robinson
Andrea Rodriguez
Jan Rosen
Royal Oak High School
Royal Oak Lions 
	 Charities Inc.
Royal Oak Schools
Joseph Ruicci
Michele & Henry Scharg
Edward Scharrer
Robert Schneider
Diane Scholnick
Barbara Schwartz
Marisa Scibilia
George Seroka

Lenore Shapiro
David Shepler
Rhonda Silver
Andrea & David Sklar
Susan Sovel
Victor Spieles
Elaine Stein
Sterling Heights High School
Kathleen & Michael Stiffler
Christina Stowers
Michael & Willie Strub
Carolyn & Tom Szczepanski
The Door Salon
The Franklin Manor
Brian Thomas
Jill & Gregory Tilley
Jacqueline Tomoff
Brett Turnbull
UHY Advisors NY, Inc
Vac-U-max, Inc.
Molly Varon
Walnut Creek Living LLC
Arlene Walt
Edie Watson
Kim & Kevin Watson
Sheila & Charles Weddell
Jeannie Weiner
Mr & Mrs Jeffrey Weiss
Janice Werner
Holly Wernet
Jodie Wilson
WSU School of Medicine
Teri Zanganeh

*All of our donors are valuable to our mission; we apologize for any omissions or errors in this list. If we
have inadvertently omitted or misspelled your name, please let us know so we can make the correction.
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Gratitude to our donors continued



Laura Varon Brown
Executive Director & CEO

Kim Colley, LLMSW 
Program & Community 
Outreach Manager, PT

Meghan Mair Crosslin
Director of Marketing & Events

Liz Femminineo, LLPC, NCC
Program & Volunteer Manager

Megan Hengesbaugh 
Marketing & Events Manager

Grace Leone
Director of Finance & Operations, PT

Meghann McEvoy
Development Manager, PT

Erica McNeely, LMSW
Program Director

Megan Nikolich, LLPC
Program & Family Initiatives Manager

Sharon Transit
Administrative Assistant, PT

Laura Wakefield
Development Associate, PT

Gilda’s Club Metro Detroit Staff

Gilda’s Club. Cancer support for 
the whole family. The whole time.

© 
20

16
 D

an
ie

l L
ip

pi
tt

 P
ho

to
gr

ap
hy

G i l da’ s  C l u b  M e t ro   D e t roi   t  A n n u a l  R e por   t  2 0 1 6    19



 

So no one faces 
cancer alone

Our Mission: Gilda’s Club Metro Detroit ensures that all people impacted by cancer are empowered by knowledge, 
strengthened by action and sustained by community. Our organization creates welcoming communities of free support 

for everyone living with cancer – men, women, teens and children – along with their families and friends.

Gilda’s Club Metro Detroit
3517 Rochester Road., Royal Oak, MI 48073

Phone: 248.577.0800
www.gildasclubdetroit.org 

20   G i l da’ s  C l u b  M e t ro   D e t roi   t  A n n u a l  R e por   t  2 0 1 6


