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So no one faces cancer alone.

“Everyone needs a place.” That’s what Detroiter and comedienne 

Gilda Radner said when she was facing a cancer diagnosis that 

seemed insurmountable. Gilda’s Club Metro Detroit is that place. 

“All those people who have become friends, all different ages, all 

at different stages of cancer, all fighting. How brave we all are 

together. I just felt them all around me, and it made me be braver. 

The same way people in gangs can do things that the individual 

could never do alone, the gang of us fighting cancer makes us all 

stronger.”

Gil d a Radner, our namesake and SNL comedienne
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E x e c u t i v e  D i r e c t o r ’ s  M e s s a g e

Cancer support for the whole family. The whole time.

Dear Friends,

In 2019, we completed one expansion and began another – all part of our continuing effort to ensure 
our program is accessible for families throughout metro Detroit who face a cancer diagnosis.

In March, we were pleased to bring The Lake House under our Gilda’s Club umbrella. The Lake House, 
a like-minded organization on the east side of metro Detroit, was experiencing financial strain. The Lake 
House leadership sought out Gilda’s Club to ensure sustainability of services. We combined and 
increased staffs, collaborated with Board Members and began expanding services. It was a very 
seamless and purposeful acquisition and partnership.

By late 2019, we reenergized our efforts to develop a location in Detroit within the Durfee Innovation 
Society. Again, an effort to ensure access is open and easy to participate in important cancer support 
and educational programming. With the support of Barton Malow, The Carls Foundation and a team of 
volunteers and supporters, we began the beautiful buildout for our newest location – to be completed 
in early 2020.

With the backdrop of our facilities expansion, we continued programming with as much zeal and 
determination as ever. In particular, Caregiver Support Groups and Bereavement Support Groups 
expanded. The addition of a Men’s Health Retreat proved to be a tremendous resource for our 
members. And Farm to Table workshops assisted our members in shaping healthy and enticing diet 
additions.

For a fun addition, Cooper Standard, Barton Malow and Michigan Recreational Construction 
constructed an incredible and beautiful playscape for our youngest members. 

We also added to our Fund for the Future effort that began in 2018. The Fund aims to ensure Gilda’s 
Club is healthy and able to weather turbulent times or times of needed expansion.

This year, as every year, we are grateful for visionary, compassionate and empathetic friends at our side.

With gratitude,

Laura Varon Brown
Executive Director & CEO
Gilda’s Club Metro Detroit

G  I l D a ’ s  C l u b  M e t R O  D e t R O I  t  a n n u a l  R e P O R t  2  0  19    3



Our Board of Directors

Board of Directors

Todd Sinclair, Chair
MB Financial, Bloomfield Hills

Tina Wheeler, Vice Chair 
Deloitte, Detroit

Ilene Beneson Bez, Treasurer 
Beneson and Zeleji, CPA, PLLC, 
Livonia

Bill Pumphrey, Secretary 
Cooper Standard, Novi

Ronald K. Weiner, Chair, 
Immediate Past President 
Lipton Law, Southfield

Directors

Carolyn Artman, APR
Mort Crim Communications Inc

Donetta Behen
Salon Cardon, Owner, 
Royal Oak

Steve Black
Chop Shop Radio, Auburn Hills

Randall Book
Colliers International, Southfield

Stuart Bordman
Maddin, Hauser, Wartell, Roth & 
Heller, PC, Southfield

Thomas Callan
UHY Advisors, Farmington Hills

Jeanne Deneweth
Oakland County Board of 
Canvassers, Oakland County

Stefany Lester Freeman 
Princeton Enterprises, 
Bloomfield Hills

Jack H. Hemp
Signs By Tomorrow, Royal Oak

Tracey Papa
Community Volunteer, 
Bloomfield Hills

Nickie Perera
Legal Services of South Central 
Michigan, Lansing

Ellen Sherman
Community Volunteer, 
Bloomfield Hills

Cynthia Thomas
Community Volunteer, Southfield 

Kevin Watson
EDSI Consulting, Dearborn

Emeritus Board

Joseph Gadon
Retired Financial Consultant, 
Waterford

*John Ricco
Retired CPA, Community
Volunteer, Farmington Hills

*deceased

G  I  l D a ’ s  C l u b  M e t R O  D e t R O I  t  a n n u a l  R e P O R t  2 0  19    4

jcarr
Cross-Out



Program Highlights

Additionally 

New members welcomed 

484 
Currently support more than 

2,002
active participants

In 2019, we held

14,901 
clubhouse visits

882 
support groups

35 
educational lectures

189 
social events

1,384
healthy lifestyle activities
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What a project! Our new 
Gildaground was officially ready for 
play this June! Thank you to Cooper 
Standard, Michigan Recreational 
Construction, George’s 
Maintenance, Lee and Don Hamilton, 
our staff and scores of others who 
helped create this beautiful space 
for our Gilda’s kids (and grown ups). 
Truly a wonderful addition to 
Gilda’s Club. 

New 
Playground
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In 2019 we continued our strong offsite partnership with Beaumont - Farmington Hills and 
Beaumont Dearborn. Our programs at Beaumont - Farmington Hills consist of a weekly ‘Life 
After Treatment’ support group, a weekly yoga workshop, and a weekly art therapy workshop. 
Our weekly rotating programs at Beaumont - Dearborn consist of a yoga workshop, an art 
therapy group, and a tai chi workshop. We are thrilled to be able to serve members in the 
community who may not be able to get to our Royal Oak Clubhouse. 

In 2019, we served 690 participants at our offsite locations. We held 92 support group 
sessions and 81 healthy lifestyle programs.

690 
visits at our 
offsite 
locations

92 
support
group 
sessions

81 
healthy 
lifestyle 
programs

• Karmanos Cancer Institute

Other valued partner:

Hospital 
Partnerships
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200 
volunteers

2,700 hours 
of service

Gilda’s Club Metro Detroit 
appreciates the dedication and 
compassion of our volunteers. These 
hard-working individuals give of their 
time and talents to support those 
touched by cancer.

Gilda’s Club Metro Detroit 
volunteers provide more than 2,700 
volunteer hours supporting our 
workshops, Clubhouse events, 
fundraising events, and programs. 

Our
Volunteers
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Gilda’s Family Walk & 5K Run was a special morning for supporters and families. The event goes 
past (and through) Gilda’s Club – allowing participants to experience the Clubhouse and grounds as 
they enjoy the neighborhood surrounding Gilda’s Club. The event raised more than $160,000 in 
2019; fundraising by the participants are crucial and build engagement from friends and family.

October – Bras for a Cause

This incredibly inspiring event began with the vision of Shannon Watson who sought to empower 
breast cancer survivors to walk the runway with pride and purpose. The event continues in Shannon’s 
memory and in 2019, we celebrated its 10th anniversary,  raising nearly $112,000.  Decorative and 
creative art bras are the centerpiece of the auction as guests enjoy entertainment and a strolling 
dinner. The evening leads up to the spectacular runway, all at the Royal Oak Music Theatre.

May – Gilda’s Big Night Out

The signature gala, Gilda’s Big Night Out was spectacular beyond imagination in 2019. We were 
proud to pay special recognition to Jack Hemp with the Founders Award.  Sabrina Mayhew 
received the Program Support award.  Anna Davis was presented with the Volunteer Award. The 
Media Award was given to Mitch Albom.  The event raised more than $300,000  for Gilda's Club 
Metro Detroit.

September – Gilda’s Walk & 5K Run

2019 Events
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2019 Revenue

2019 Expenses

2019* Financial Overview 
Gilda’s Club relies on the metro Detroit community for support. All programs are free. Gilda’s Club Metro Detroit 
is proud of the way it manages and safeguards the general contributions we receive from individual donors, 
corporations and other organizations. Nearly 80% of the dollars spent are directed to program services.

Special Events: 
$684,040  (49.1%)

Contributions*: 
$365,287  (26.2%)

Corporations and 
Foundations: 
$344,085  (24.7%)

Programs: 
$864,428  (72.6%)

Fundraising: 
$224,695  (18.9%)

Administrative: 
$100,933  (8.5%)

Allocation of Program Services

number of 
support 
groups: 882
(35,4%)

number of 
educational 
lectures: 
35 (1.4%)

number of social 
events: 189 (7.6%)

number of 
healthy lifestyle 
activities: 1,354 
(55.6%)

*2019 Contributions includes in-kind

Nearly

80%
of the dollars spent are 
directed to program services.
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$50,000 +
DMC Foundation 
Dr. David and Shery Cotton 
Lee and Don Hamilton 
Pamela & Kenneth Lester 

$25,000 - $49,999
Annette and Jack Aronson 
Beaumont Health Cancer Ctr. 
Cooper Standard Foundation 
Molinello Family Foundation  

$10,000 - $24,999
Barton Malow Co.
Beaumont Health - Dearborn 
Chemical Bank
Chief Financial Credit Union 
Community Foundation For                        
Southeastern MI
Detroit Red Wings Foundation 
Fidelity Charitable Gift Fund 
Gilead Sciences, Inc.
Grant A Wish Fund
Hamilton Chevrolet
James and O. Ilona Kendall 
Jan Ricco
Julie and Bill Pumphrey
Live Nation Worldwide Inc. 
Lori and George Thomas 
Louise Tuller Miller Trust 
MacDermid Incorporated 
Michael Radner
Pfizer Inc
Princeton Enterprises, LLC 
Red Wings For 'Em
Sinai Medical Staff Foundation 
Talbert & Leota Abrams 
Foundation

$5,000 - $9,999
Albert & Doris Pitt Foundation 
Bristol-Myers Squibb Company 
Byzantine Holdings LLC

Cancer Treatment Center of 
America 
Celgene Corporation
City of St. Clair Shores DeRoy 
Testamentary Fdn. Donald 
Simon & Esther Simon 
Foundation
Donetta and Ted Behen 
DTE Foundation Educational 
Data Systems, Inc. 
Elizabeth and Jeffrey Edwards 
Genentech, Inc. 
Goodman Family Charitable 
Trusts
Health Alliance Plan
Jaffe, Raitt, Heuer & Weiss 
Jenny & Greg Baldwin 
Charitable Fund
    Krabby Painters
    Meghan and Dave Crosslin 
Meridian Health Plan of 
Michigan
Michael and Peggy Pitt Mike 
Green
Orfin and Associates, Inc 
Robert Medsker
Sherry McCormick
The Bruning Foundation  Rock 
Family Foundation, Inc. UHY 
Advisors

$2,500 - $4,999
Advia Credit Union
Amy and Ron Weiner 
Ascension Michigan Asphalt 
Specialists, Inc AXA 
Foundation
Beaumont Health
Beth and Todd Sinclair 
Cancer Support Community 
Clarence & Jack Himmel Fdn. 
Crest Automotive Group

Cancer Support Community

Molina Healthcare of 
Michigan

J.J. Barney Construction

Jeanne and Richard 
Deneweth

Norma and Ashish Sarkar

Ganesh Moorthy

Royal Oak Eagles Riders Grp 
#2092

Sherry McCormick

Sonal Ramrakhiani

Wendy and Kevin B. 
Schnieders

Schostak Bros. & Co.

TSFR Apple Venture, LLC

Beth and Todd Sinclair

University of Detroit Mercy

Laura Varon Brown and 
Jeffrey Brown

Ilene Beneson Bez and Steve 
Bez

Allen & Franka Charlupski 
Foundation

Clarence & Jack Himmel 
Foundation

Crestmark Bank

Integrated Investment 
Consultants LLC

MacLean-Fogg Component 
Solutions

Midas Foods

Plastipak Packaging, Inc

Superior Industries

Takeda Pharmaceuticals

Walmart

UHY Advisors

Arts, Beats & Eats Foundation 
Donetta and Ted Behen 
Fraternal Order of Eagles Aux 
2092
Gilead Sciences, Inc. 
Goodman Family Charitable 
Trusts
John D. and Jean E. Dinan 
Fdn.
Krabby Painters
Meg Guillaumin and Catherine 
Zakens
Meghan and David Crosslin 
Metalbuilt LLC
Michelle and Mike Maher 
Mike Green
Nordstrom, Inc.
OUR Credit Union
Pacific Life Foundation Pfizer 
Inc
The Harry and Margaret D. 
Towsley Foundation
UHY Advisors

$2,500- $4,999
Annette and Jack Aronson
Beth and Todd Sinclair 
Cancer Support Community
Cathy and John Dillon 
Crestmark Bank
Cristina and Steven Reap Dr. 
Mel Lester
Elizabeth Allen
Ellen and David Sherman Gail 
and Joseph Gadon Holiday 
Market
J.J. Barney Construction
Jeanne and Richard 
Deneweth

Crestmark Bank
Dr. Neil Talon
Eagles for Children, Inc
Ellen and David Sherman 
Eric Stoddard
Ernst & Young
Fraternal Order of Eagles 
#2092
Ilene and Steve Bez
Jeanne and Richard Deneweth 
Julie Strasser
MacLean-Fogg
Maureen Martinez
McLaren Oakland
Meg and Catherine Guillaumin 
Midas Foods
Nicole and Matt Lester 
Pamela and Thomas Callan 
Plastipak Packaging, Inc 
Stagecrafters Baldwin Theatre 
Stefany Lester Freeman and 
Gary Freeman
Sysco Foodservices Detroit 
Talon Family Fund
Team Rehabilitation
The Jewish Fund
The Mann Family Foundation 
The Myron P. Leven Fdn.
Tina and Tim Wheeler 
Tracey and Al Papa
United Shore Financial 
Services, LLC
Walmart

$1,000- $2,499
Allen & Franka Charlupski Fdn. 
Amber Cononico
Amie and Patrick Pelham 
Amy and Robert Huschka 
Andrea McNich
Anne and Ray Schrock 
Autoliv, Inc.

Gratitude to our donors
The following individuals, corporations and foundations and organizations generously 
donated $500 or more during the calendar year January 1 – December 31, 2019
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Bayer
Bobbi and Stephen Polk
Book Corp
Brenda and Ira Jaffe
Carole Leigh Hutton
Carolyn Artman and Jeff 
Samoray
Catholic Central High School 
of Detroit
Charitable Adult Rides & 
Services
Christine and Kevin 
Fitzsimmons
Citizens Commercial Banking
Comprehensive Health 
Management
Conrad Hein
Darlene DeClerck
Deloitte
Derrick Myers
Donald Koleber
Dr. Nancy and Harold Kulish
Edie and Roger Watson
Elinor Hamm
Enterprise Holdings
Eric Knowles
Fannie Kraft Foundation
Flex-N-Gate
Gail and Joseph Gadon
George McMullen Jr.
Go Comedy!
Gretchen and Thomas 
Anderson
Healthmark Industries
Henry Ford Health System
HP Company Match
Huong Do
J.J. Barney Construction
Jack and Christina 
Karagozian
James Lamoureux and 
Kathleen Fulgenzi
Jay Schreibman
Jim Gorman
Jim Mazzitelli
Joanne Blumhardt



Abby Suarez
Paypal Charitable Giving 
Fund
Regional Medical Imaging 
Robert McMurray 
Robert Simon
Robert Thal
Rosalie and Joe Vicari 
Roy O'Brien Ford Samuel 
L Westerman Fdn. 
Satchels LLC
Schostak Bros. & Co. 
Schwab Charitable 
Sharon Gessert
Sheryl and Anthony 
Frabotta
Sue Kampe
Sue Rentrop
Sylvia Stan Mulka Fdn. 
Tamara and Danny 
Gordon
Tamara Rogers
The Republic Tavern TSFR 
Apple Venture, LLC 
UHY Cares 
Michigan VMware
Warren Consolidated 
Schools
Woll-Yellin Family Fdn. 

$500- $999
Alexis and Brent Harrison 
Andrew Pflaum and Sarah 
Clarkson
Anuja Deo
Barbara and Jules Olsman 
Barbara Guttman
Bethel Lutheran Church 
Bluma Schechter 
Bradford Wolfe
Bravo Intimates
Bristol-Myers Squibb 
Foundation
Bruce and Dale Frankel 
Carol Fuchs
Carolyn and Rev. Walter 
Schmidt

Chris McLaughlin
Christina Dorf
Christopher Pierce
Christopher Wilcox
Clarkson Law
Colleen Davignon
Cornerstone Community 
Financial Credit Union
David Hill
Deborah Braciszewski
Debra Taxe Trepeck and 
Norman Trepeck
Detroit Red Wings
Diane Bourgeault
Domonique and Marc Vizzini
Dr. and William R. Back
Dr. Evelyn Barrack
Dr. Mel Lester
Dr. Steven Glickman
Drs. Peggyann Nowak 
Berguer and Ramon Berguer
Evan Stone
Evelyn Boss
Express Employment 
Professionals - Royal Oak, MI
Frank and Jamie Reinstein
Gary Bennetts
George's Maintenance 
Gerry Detterman
Ginger Serbymink
Google
Grace and Tom Leone
Harper Shack LLC
Helen and Dr. Howard Topcik
Hematology-Oncology 
Consultants
Hermelin Family Support 
Foundation
Home Instead Senior Care 
Hope Raymond
Innovative Testing Solutions 
Inc.
Isabel Holland-Davis and Ken 
Davis
Jackie and Wade Webster
Jacqueline Barot
James and MaryAnne Perry
James and Rosemary Nagy
James Flynn
Jane and Ralph Anthony

John and Ms. Janis Oman
John and Suzanne Meloeny
Julian Tagle
Justine Reader
Karen and David Bergman
Karen and Tom Ludden
Katherine and Thomas 
Wynne-Jones
Kercheval Financial Group of 
Wells Fargo Advisors
Kristi and Rick McClenthen
Kroger Community Rewards
LaFontaine Automotive 
Group
L'Anse Creuse Public 
Schools
Levenfeld Family Fund
Linda Dresner and Edward 
Levy
Linda Zlotoff
Lisa Goldstein
Little Caesars Amateur 
Hockey Lge
Loree and Rodger 
Wasserman
Lori and Richard Osepchuk
Lori Beirne-Kennedy
Louis and Marilyn Fleury
Louise Gotch
Mark and Sabrina Richer
Mark Elwart
Martha and Paddy Farrell
Mary and Larry Carr
Mary Gisslander
McDonald's Restaurant
Michael and Shelley Radner
Michelle and Mike Maher
Michigan Breast Cancer 
Coalition Fund
Milton Zussman
Molly Varon
Nancy Lutfy
Nickie Perera and Dr. Kevin 
Ginsburg
Norma and Dr. Michael 
Dorman
O'Neill Foundation
Our Lady of Victory Church
Patrick Gregory

Gratitude to our donors continued
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Jon Gorinski
Joyce Howe
June Gurwin
Karen & Ralph Basile
Karen Colina Wilson 
Foundation
Kathleen and Michael Stiffler
Kathleen Berryman
Katy and David Knowles
Kelly and Jeremy Ventura
Kirkshire Investments/The 
Storage Pros
Kiwanis Club of Shorewood 
- MI
Kristi and Adam Lis
Kristin Pittman
Kristopher Rowe
Laura Varon Brown and
Jeffrey Brown
Linda and Paul Gniewek
Lisa and Bill Hanes
Lisa and Louis Corey
M1 Concourse
Macy's/Bloomingdale's
Madi and Preston Pelham
Mark and Renee Freese
Marlene and Randall Book
Master Gardener Society of
Oakland County Inc
Mercy High School
Michael and Dee Engerer
Michael and Lisa Fuller
Michael MacGillivary and
Jessica Moss
Michelle and David Giroux
Michigan Distributors and
Vendors
Mitch Metzger
MJS Packaging
Molina Healthcare of
Michigan
Music Maker Studio
Natalie Charach
Neiman Marcus
Network For Good
NISA Investment Advisors
Optimist Club of Royal Oak
Area
Patsy and Paul Hartmann
Patty and Stuart Bordman

Stalwart Films LLC Stephanie 
and David Lubin Sylvia Stan 
Mulka Foundation Tamara 
and Danny Gordon Temple 
Israel
The Kresge Foundation The 
Mann Family Foundation Tom 
and Ann Marie Violante Jr
Tracey and Les Grosinger 
TSFR Apple Venture, LLC 
UHY Cares Michigan 
Waldenwoods Family Resort 
Woll-Yellin Family Foundation

$500-$999
A.L. Brees Jr Insurance 
Agency, LLC
Allen & Franka Charlupski 
Fdn.
Allene Walicki
Alliance Catholic Credit 
Union
Amy Robinson
Barbara Schwartz Beaumont 
Foundation
Big Beaver United Methodist 
Church
Bloomfield Rentals
Bluma Schechter



Gratitude to our donors continued
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$500-$999
Randy Paquette
Renee and William 
Moussiaux
Richard and Debra Wade
Richard and Louise 
Muszynski
Rick Lagerstrom
Ronald and Rosemary 
Vasseur
Rosemarie DeRosa
Russell Frederick
Sandy and Michael 
Hermanoff
Sandy Soifer
St. John's Episcopal Church
Stacy and Andrew Doctoroff
Stephanie and Louis 
Barkman
Stephen Kovach
Susan and Ed Till
Susan Arnold
Susan Filbin
Susan Sovel
Ted and Mary Huebner
Teresa Mask Recinto and 
Ron Recinto
The Elwood & Carol Simon 
Foundation
The Franklin Manor
The Steven Dee Yeutter 
Trust
Tiffany Scarborough
Tina and Mike Ienna
Tom List
United Health Group
Victoria Emery
Walter Owen
Willow Schlachter
WSL Law, P.C. 

Stalwart Films LLC Stephanie 
and David Lubin Sylvia Stan 
Mulka Foundation Tamara 
and Danny Gordon Temple 
Israel
The Kresge Foundation The 
Mann Family Foundation Tom 
and Ann Marie Violante Jr
Tracey and Les Grosinger 
TSFR Apple Venture, LLC 
UHY Cares Michigan 
Waldenwoods Family Resort 
Woll-Yellin Family Foundation

$500-$999
A.L. Brees Jr Insurance 
Agency, LLC
Allen & Franka Charlupski 
Fdn.
Allene Walicki
Alliance Catholic Credit 
Union
Amy Robinson
Barbara Schwartz Beaumont 
Foundation
Big Beaver United Methodist 
Church
Bloomfield Rentals
Bluma Schechter



Gilda’s Club. Cancer support for 
the whole family. The whole time.
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So no one faces 
cancer alone.

Gilda’s Club Metro Detroit
3517 Rochester Road, Royal Oak, MI 48073 

23500 Pare St. Suite 1, St. Clair Shores, MI 48080 
www.gildasclubdetroit.org 

Our Mission: Gilda’s Club Metro Detroit ensures that all people impacted by cancer are empowered by knowledge, 
strengthened by action and sustained by community. Our organization creates welcoming communities of free 

support for everyone living with cancer – men, women, teens and children – along with their families and friends.
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