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Together,

our Community is
Stronger

than Cancer.

A letter from our CEO & Board Chair

Laura Varon Brown, CEO & Ellen Sherman, Board Chair

Dear Friends,

There isn't a year at Gilda's Club Metro Detroit where we don't have inspiration to share, and impact
that changes the lives of those coming through our doors.

2025 was no different - although it certainly was a tricky one.

Our programming reached nearly 30% more families than the year prior. We also lost our rental space
in St. Clair Shores, but landed beautifully at The War Memorial in Grosse Pointe. Through a generous
grant, we were able to modify our Detroit location at the Durfee Innovation Society to better
accommodate simultaneous programming. In Royal Oak, our flagship Clubhouse continued to exude
warmth and meaning.

And, we've added an Around Town initiative with popup programming in areas we are needed.

We saw our three signature events flourish, and revenue for those rise. Our supporters are unmatched
in stepping up to ensure we are funded and excitement fills the room.

We didn't finish financially where we planned but the year ended with momentum and optimism.
What matters most is our programming. We blanket metro Detroit through our three locations and our
broad virtual footprint. Gilda's Club provides a soft landing spot when cancer comes, or excruciating

losses need to be bared.

We are grateful for the embrace and the trust placed in all of us at Gilda's Club. That, we will never
take lightly.

Warmly,
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Gilda’s Club Metro Detroit was formed
in 1995 through the efforts of eight amazing

women, all impacted by cancer themselves,
who believed in Gilda Radner’s vision that
no one should face cancer alone.
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The Gilda's Club Metro Detroit community is as unique and vibrant as the city we call

home. Through partnerships with local hospitals and neighborhood centers, Gilda's Club
Metro Detroit reaches diverse communities across Metro Detroit.

We know cancer doesn’t discriminate, so Gilda's Club is for everyone impacted by cancer
across gender identity, age, ethnicity, cancer type and religious belief.

In 2025, Gilda's Club served participants in 124 cities across Michigan.

A Year of Purpose

Unique Participants: Total Attendance: First Time Participants:

2,061 » 15,903 G 1,202

A look at those we serve:

60% Diagnosed 40% Support Person

Age
Break
Down:

@® Under 18: 10%
18-24: 2%
25-39:10%

® 40-55:21%
56-69: 29%

@ 70+: 28%

82¢ £
62% In-Person 38%Vir’ruo|
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It Takes a Village

Individual Volunteers Volunteer Hours

Gilda's Club is incredibly grateful for the compassion, generosity, and dedication
of our volunteers who make a difference in our community. By sharing their time
and talents, they provide meaningful support to those impacted by cancer.

From individuals to corporate groups, volunteers take on a variety of roles:
facilitating workshops, providing program support, assisting with fundraising
events, maintaining our gardens and more!

66

My volunteer work at Gilda's Club is
deeply rewarding. Being able to
contribute, even in small ways, to a
place that offers comfort, connection,
and hope to so many people is
something | truly value. Every visit
reminds me how special this community
is and how grateful | am to be part of it.
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Gilda's Club gives my family a place to heal and feel understood.
No one fighting cancer should ever feel alone, and Gilda's makes sure
we don't. This place is special, a space where hope is shared, and we

lift each other up, one day at a time. Vé:

Agree they feel more empowered to better
navigate the complexities of a cancer
diagnosis after attending Gilda's Club

66

| cannot begin to explain the difference Gilda's has made in my life.
| don't know where I'd be without it. The friends | have made through
the organization are such an important part of my life now. This
program is a lifeline to people experiencing grief. You have been

int I+ heali I thank h.
integral to my healing and | can never thank you enoug _@0

Feel less alone after connecting with
the Gilda's Club community

66

Gilda's gave me a place where | could be open. A place to connect
with others that understand what cancer does to your life. A place to
learn and get help when | need it. Walking into my first support group
was like coming home...what | truly needed was the confidence to be
an advocate for myself, and | found that here. There have been so

many days where | can't wait to get through the doors. W

Would recommend Gilda’s Club to a family
member or friend facing a cancer diagnosis



Financials

Gilda's Club Metro Detroit is 100% funded by the community.

Generous individuals, local businesses, corporations and foundations are our
partners in ensuring no one faces cancer alone.

2025 OPERATING INCOME

Corporations
& Foundations

7] L% $484,367

Special Events

$864,515 [REERS

Individuals
(inc. in-kind)

$418,213

2025 EXPENSES’

Operations

$228,3548.08

Fundraising

$454,045.17 2UA%

Program Services

$1,436,184.74
*Figures above have been prepared

from preliminary financial statements for
the year ending December 31, 2025.
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New spaces, same mission.

Wﬁ/’y
at THE WAR MEMORIAL

Following nine wonderful years in St. Clair Shores,
Gilda's Club transitioned to a new satellite space
at The War Memorial in Grosse Pointe.

This move ensures our community of care remains
accessible to those facing cancer on the eastside
and we are thrilled to partner with such a special,
historic institution.

wlé/
at DURFEE
INNOVATION SOCIETY

A thoughtful redesign of our Detroit space
inside Durfee Innovation Society has added
dedicated rooms and extended walls, creating
a more versatile space for our growing Detroit
community.

In 2025, our Detroit location held:
400 1902

Programs Visits

www.gemd.org 248.577.0800 eGildasClubMetroDetroit



Gilda’

AROUND TOWN PROGRAMMING
Identifying gaps in access, Gilda's Club has taken care Around Town.
When a need is identified, we find a comfortable, convenient and accessible
gathering place to bring our community together. The same clinical support,
education, healthy lifestyle, resource sharing and social touches travel to meet people

where they are.

No one should face cancer alone. Our program ensures that.

COMMUNITY BUILDING
& ART THERAPY SENSORY BOTTLE WORKSHOP

Affirmations LGBTQ+ Community Center - Children’s Hospital of Michigan - Detroit
Ferndale Corewell Health William Beaumont
University Hospital - Royal Oak

; WHEN CANCER COMES TO SCHOOL:
HORSES IN THE HALLWAY PROGRAM
Winchester Elementary School - Northville

Does your community need help navigating a cancer
diagnosis?

We would love to talk about how we can best support
you, your loved one, neighbor, co-worker, parish or school.

Email infoegemd.org to get connected.

www.gemd.org 248.577.0800



Event Highlights

GILDA’S BIG NIGHT OUT 250+

Gilda's Big Night Out celebrated the enduring legacy of Gilda Radner Attendeas

and the community that makes us so unique. We gathered at the

Garden Theater in Detroit and enjoyed sketches on-stage and off, $300’000+

an inspiring program, and a grand Gilda wig entrance.
Revenue

GILDA’S WALK & 5K RUN 1 000+
Our 32nd Gilda's Walk & 5k Run was a success! This event got Gilda's ’

off and running, even before we opened our doors in 1998. It continues
to gather survivors and so many others who face cancer - together.
This year featured a new route, but the same spirit! More than 1,000 $21 0,000+
participants and 100 volunteers came out to show that our community Revenue
is stronger than cancer.

Participants

M

BRAS FOR A CAUSE 700+

Legacy. Hope. Courage. This event, founded by Shannon Watson and Attendees

continued through the efforts and love of our community, leaves us full

of inspiration year after year. We smashed our record with 47 breast $200 000+
y

cancer survivor models on stage and packed the Royal Oak Music

Theatre with so much passion and energy. Revenue



Thank you, supporters

Our community is powered by giving individuals, businesses, schools, corporations and
foundations that help us ensure no one faces cancer alone. Thank you for your belief in
our mission and your commitment to making a difference in the lives of those impacted
by cancer. Together, our community is stronger than cancer.

$50,000 +

Thomas E. Allen

Boston Foundation

Howard Bryant

Donald Simon & Esther Simon Foundation
Pam and Ken Lester

Julie and Bill Pumphrey

Michael Radner

$25,000 - $49,999

Artichoke Garlic Foundation

iMPROve Michigan Peer Review Organization
Resa Jannett

Molinello Family Foundation

Princeton Management

Shauna and Richard Elias

$10,000 - $24,999

Talbert & Leota Abrams Foundation
Adient Foundation

Barton Malow Foundation

Chief Financial Credit Union

The Children's Foundation
Community Foundation For Southeastern Mi
Lisa and Louis Corey

Margaret Dunning Foundation
Eagles for Children, Inc

Andy and Sarah Englehart

Grant A Wish Fund

Meg and Catherine Guillaumin
Donald Hamilton

William G. and Myrtle E. Hess Charitable Trust
Live Nation Worldwide Inc.

Larry Ott

Christine and David Provost

Red Wing For Em Club

Sinai Medical Staff Foundation
Karen and Joseph Slawek

Lula Wilson Trust

Burton A. Zipser and Sandra D. Zipser Foundation

$5,000 - $9,999

Stephanie and Louis Barkman
J.J. Barney Construction
Deborah Bickerstaff

Marlene and Randall Book
Bristol Myers Squibb

Pamela and Thomas Callan
Mike and Linda Coulter Family Foundation
DTE Foundation

Educational Data Systems, Inc.
F.I.T. Financial Group

Fraternal Order of Eagles #2092
Aileen Gelman

Hamilton Chevrolet

Tracy and Rick Holcomb
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Ilitch Charities

Fannie Kraft Foundation
Maureen Martinez

McKinsey & Company
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PHINIA

Loraine & Melinese Reuter Foundation
Kelly and Tim Schornack

Ellen and David Sherman
Matthew and Mona Simoncini
David Smith

Totten Homes

Tournaments for Charity

Trinet Industries

The Village Club Foundation
Andreas and Kathryn Weller
Karen Colina Wilson Foundation

$2,500 - $4,999

Madeline Bialecki

Blue Cross Complete

Book Corp

Laura Varon Brown and Jeffrey Brown
BUILDAHOMELOAN.COM LLC

Allen & Franka Charlupski Fdn.




Thank you

$2,500 - $4,999 (continued)

Jeanne and Richard Deneweth
Detroit Improv Collective, Inc.
Ernst & Young

Stefany and Gary Freeman
Gardner-White

Joanne and Bruce Godfrey
David and Andrea Hamilton
Lisa and Bill Hanes

Bryan Hannan
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Walmart

$1,000 - $2,499
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llene and Steve Bez
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$1,000 - $2,499 (continued)
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The Kresge Foundation
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Manat Foundation

Kelly and Mike Manley
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MICHIGAN LEGACY

Kathleen and David Mihelick
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Sylvia Stan Mulka Fund
Shannon Nichols

Betty Paquette

Nickie Perera and Dr. Kevin Ginsburg
Michael Pitt
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Bobbi and Stephen Polk

Mary Ann Pusateri

Olivia Quinal

John and Shannon Quinn
Teresa and Ron Recinto




Thank you

$1,000 - $2,499 (continued)
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$500 - $999 (continued)
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Thank you

$500 - $999 (continued)
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$500 - $999 (continued)
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Four locations.
One mission.

GILDA’S CLUBHOUSE GILDA’S AT DURFEE INNOVATION SOCIETY

2517 Fg"ieij\‘leiz'n 2470 Collingwood St. Rooms 118 & 120
oyal =k Detroit, Ml 48206

GILDA’S AT THE WAR MEMORIAL GILDA’S VIRTUAL COMMUNITY
32 Lake Shore Dr. On a device near you
Grosse Pointe Farms, Ml 48236



GILDA'S CLUB
METRO DETROIT

An Affiliate of the
CANCER SUPPORT COMMUNITY

GILDA’S CLUB METRO DETROIT

3517 ROCHESTER RD
ROYAL OAK, MI 48073
248.577.0800

Our Mission

Gilda's Club uplifts and strengthens people
impacted by cancer by providing support,
fostering compassionate communities, and
breaking down barriers to care.

Our Vision

Everyone impacted by cancer receives the

support they want and need throughout their
experience.

eGildasClubMetroDetroit
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	New spaces, same mission.
	Gilda’s
	at
	THE WAR MEMORIAL
	Following nine wonderful years in St. Clair Shores, Gilda’s Club transitioned to a new satellite space at The War Memorial in Grosse Pointe.
	This move ensures our community of care remains accessible to those facing cancer on the eastside and we are thrilled to partner with such a special, historic institution.
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